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Trump, 
Biden 
contest 
continues 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE 
MILLER, JILL COLVIN AND 
ALEXANDRA JAFFE 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
and Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden were locked in 
tight races in battleground 
states across the country 
Tuesday night as they 
concluded an unpreceden- 
ted campaign that will 
shape America’s response 
to the surging pandemic 
and foundational questions 
of economic fairness and 
racial justice. 

Biden picked up the first 
battleground state of the 
night, New Hampshire, a 
prize that Trump tried to 
steal from Democrats. But 
races were too early to call 
in the most fiercely con- 
tested and critical states on 
the map, including Florida, 
North Carolina, Georgia 
and Pennsylvania. 

Biden won California, 
the nation’s biggest elec- 
toral haul, and other pre- 
dictable victories includ- 
ing Colorado and Virgin- 
ia, two former battle- 
grounds that have 
become Democratic 
strongholds. Trump’s 
wins included Kansas, 
North Dakota and other 
conservative bastions. 

Americans made their 
choices as the nation 
faced a confluence of 


A NATION WAITS 


PATRICK SEMANSKY AP 


President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden speak during the first presidential 
debate at Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic, in Cleveland, Ohio, on Sept. 29. Since then, 
Americans turned out in record numbers that represented 73% of the total vote in the 2016 presidential election. 


historic crises with each 
candidate declaring the 
other fundamentally unfit 
to navigate the challeng- 
es. Daily life has been 
upended by the coro- 
navirus, which has killed 
more than 232,000 
Americans and cost mil- 
lions of jobs. 

Millions of voters 
braved their worries 
about the virus - and 
some long lines - to turn 
out in person, joining 102 
million fellow Americans 
who voted days or weeks 
earlier, a record number 


that represented 73% of 
the total vote in the 2016 
presidential election. 
Early results in several 
key battleground states 
were in flux as election 
officials processed a his- 
torically large number of 
mail-in votes. Democrats 
typically outperform Re- 
publicans in mail voting, 
while the GOP looks to 
make up ground in Elec- 
tion Day turnout. That 
means the early margins 
between the candidates 
could be influenced by 
which type of votes - 


Vote tallies closing in on 


decisions in city’s election 


early or Election Day - 
were being reported by 
the states. 

Trump and Biden were 
locked in a tight race in 
Florida, and it was too 
early for The Associated 
Press to call the perennial 
battleground state. Flor- 
ida has a history of close 
elections, including the 
state’s 2018 governor’s 
race, which went to a 
recount. The AP was 
waiting on more votes to 
be counted in south Flor- 
ida, including Miami- 
Dade County, the largest 


county in the state. 
Control of the Senate 
was at stake, too: Demo- 
crats needed to net three 
seats if Biden captured 
the White House to gain 
control of all of Washing- 
ton for the first time in a 
decade. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky won reelec- 
tion in an early victory for 
the Republicans, and 
GOP Sen. Lindsey Gra- 
ham of South Carolina, a 
close Trump ally, fought 
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Voters 
weigh in 
on a dozen 
California 
measures 


BY HANNAH WILEY 
hwiley@sacbee.com 


California voters faced 
12 ballot measures in the 
general election on a 
range of issues, from prop- 
erty taxes to the gig econ- 
omy and cash bail. 

In early results, voters 
were rejecting an initiative 
to reinstate affirmative 
action and another to let 
cities adopt local rent 
control ordinances, 
though final results are 
not yet available as mil- 
lions of additional votes 
have yet to be tallied. 

A gig economy measure 
sponsored by Uber and 
Lyft was initially passing, 
while a proposal to over- 
haul the state’s property 
tax system remained 
close. 

Here’s where things 
stand with California’s 
most high-profile initia- 
tives, according to the 
Associated Press: 


PROPOSITION 14 

The measure to autho- 
rize $5.5 billion in bonds 
to finance stem cell and 
other medical research 
was sitting at 52.4% in 
favor, with 5.6 million 
votes recorded. 

The initiative would 
cost the state $7.8 billion, 
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Supervisors too close to call; 
Elk Grove deciding on mayor 


SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
BY MICHAEL FINCH I BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
STRONG MAYOR downtown restaurant. “If the mfinch@sacbee.com The contentious race for Dis- 
perma SOON HENDRICKS BALLOT MEASURE voters say no, we are going to trict 3 on the Sacramento Coun- 
AND SAWSAN MORRAR Among the most closely- continue to fight to make The race for an open ty Board of Supervisors was too 


watched local races was Mea- 
sure A, the so-called “strong 
mayor” measure backed by 
Steinberg that would increase 
the powers of Sacramento 
mayors. 

Early returns Tuesday eve- 
ning showed Measure A trail- 
ing, at 57% to 42%. 

“Tf the voters say yes, we are 
going to move with greater 
urgency and dispatch on all 
these issues,” Steinberg said 
Tuesday afternoon outside a 


things better. My message 
tonight, no matter how it turns 
out, is let’s continue fighting 
for the city that we want.” 
Steinberg had pitched the 
Mayoral Accountability and 
Community Equity Act as a 
way for the city to move faster 
in addressing the homeless 
crisis and uplifting disadvan- 
taged communities. If ap- 
proved, the mayor would be 


“swing seat” on the Sacra- 
mento County Board of Su- 
pervisors was tight Tuesday 
evening, according to early 
returns. 

In Elk Grove, voters were 
deciding on the mayoral post, 
with the challenger leading 
the way early. Also, two City 
Council seats were up for 
grabs, with an incumbent 
getting out to a big lead. 

Here’s a look at those rac- 
SEE SACRAMENTO, 8A es. 


close to call, with Gregg Fish- 
man taking 52% of the vote and 
Rich Desmond taking 47% in 
early returns. 

With 115 out of 120 precincts 
reporting after polls closed at 8 
p.m., Fishman had 30,080 votes 
and Desmond had collected 
27,536. 

District 3 is largely viewed as 
a “swing seat” that could tilt the 
balance of power in favor of 


tclift@sacbee.com 


Voters in the city of Sacra- 
mento were on the verge Tues- 
day of voting down a proposal 
backed by Mayor Darrell Stein- 
berg to vastly increase the 
authority of the city’s mayor. A 
rent control measure was also 
trailing by a wide margin, and 
an incumbent city councilman 
was in danger of losing his seat. 

Here’s the latest on key races 


in the capital city, as of 9 p.m. SEE MUNICIPAL, 8A 
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